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their operations, and require in their exercife a fpe-
cies of information to be derived only from Jocal four-
ces.—The purelt principles. will be mifapplied, the
beft intentions will be ill dire@ed, the molt fplendid
eflorts of genius, will prove ineffeual without an

v

on fhould operate fo as to prolong our ftate of polis
cal tutelage ; on accaunt of any fuppoled dcﬁt;c:’u'
of numnbers, we canoot but confider it ay injuriouy ty
our rights, and therefore enumerate it gm,o“g Bl
points of which we have reafon to®complain, )f there -

an unfortunate exception to thole general principles
on which your revolution and government are founded 3
that there is no clanfe for us in the great chara@er ot
nature, and that we muft look for cur freedom to a-
notlier fource ; yet we are not without a claim—one

is force in our reclamations, on the great queftion of
fundamental rightseif we are entitled to legiflate f:
ourlelves as a member of the union,-and.tp ‘“lhlin:’
the forms on which that legiflation fhall be condugied :
y

arifing from folemn lipulation, and according to our
idcas, full, obligatory, and unequivocals b _

The thid article of the treaty, lately concluded at
Paris, declares that ¢ the inhabitants of the ceded ter.

intimate knowledge of the manners, cuftams, purfuits,
and interefts, of the people, to whom they are ap-
plied, or in whofe favour they are exerteds Should

= this reafoning be jult, it would appear to follow, that P ' form 1 the i
local inﬁ:rmf‘tion Jﬂ\o:ﬂd - preﬁ'rfcd in a ftate legil- ritory fhall be incorporated into the nnion of the U. by traming a conflitution rlunc(‘i t0 our own exigen,
lator, to fplendid acquirement, when they cafinot be nited States, and admitted as foon as poflible, accord- cies; then no further obflervations need be madeé oq

other parts of the law——for the right of locaf |, i
lation implies that of making the alterations, wemc'@h;'
deem expedient, then our judiciary would btwmc‘.gin, :
dependent} the executive power would be Proper]
circumfcribed, and the legiflative guarded aga‘mnm
ctoachment.  There is one fubjec however extrep,.
ly iuterelling to us,’in which"great care hsy bttx;
taken to prevent any intérterence even by the gover.
nor and council, fele@ted by the prefident himfelf,”
The African trade is ablvlutely prohibited, and fevere
penalues impofed on a trafic free to all the Atlingie
ftates, who chufe to engage in it, and as far 2s relys
to procuring the fubjeéts of it from other fates, pey.
mitted even'in the territory of the Miffiffippis: -
[t is not our int.tnrioh to cuter into argumenty thyy
have become familiar to eviry reafoner on thi ghelis
on, we only aflz the right of deciding it for ourfelyey
aud of beng placed in this refpeét on an equal foct,
ing with other ftates,—Ta the neceflity of employis
Atrican labourers, which wifes from climate, and
{pecies of cultivation, purfued in warm latitudes; i
added a reafon.in this country peculiar to itfelf.—Tpe
banks railed to rellrain the waters of the Mifliffing
can only be kept in repair by thofe whofe fiatural cop.
fhitution and habits of labour enabile them to refift e
combined effects of a deleterious moifture, and a d,.
gree of heat mtolerable to whites ; this Iabpur i§ greay;
it requires many hands and it is all importdnt to the
very exiltence of our country. If thevetore this trf
fic is juftifiable any where it is {urely in this provi
where unlefs it is permitted cultivation muft ceale, thet
improvements of a country be deftroyed, and the great
river refjime its empire over our ruinous ficlds and &

ing to the principles of the Téderal conftitution, to the
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and immuni.
ties of citizens of the United States, and in the mean
time they fhall be protetted in .\he cpjoymcr.\t.of their
liberty, property, and the exercife of the religion they
profels.” \

Your honourable body feems to have adopted a con:
ftruétion of this article, which would lufpend its per-
formance, until fome period fixed by the principles of
the conftitution, and to have read the article thus ;i
The inhabitants thall be incorporated into the Union,
and admitted to tle enjoyment of all the rights, &ec.
fo foon as the principles ot the federal conflitution wiil
permit. We, on the contrary, coutend, that the
words % according to the principles of the federal con-
fhitution,” as they ave placed in the fencence, torm no
linitation, that they were intended as a defeription of
the kind of rights we were to enjoy, or gt mioft relate
to the mode in which they we e to be conterred, and
that the article cantemplates no other'delay to our re-
ception, than will be required to pafs the neceflarp
laws, and alcertain the reprefentation to which we are
entitled,

The inhabitants of the ceded territory, are to be
¢ incorporated into the Union ot tie United States.”
Thele words can in no fenle be tausfied by the aét in
queftion. A ternitory, governed in the manner the
adl divects, may be a province of the United States,
but can, by no conftruction, be faid to be incorpo.
rated into the Union, To be incorporated into the
Union, maft mean to form a part of it; but to every

united ; and fhould we give the reprelentatives of the
United States all the fuperiority they claim and un-
doubtedly merit, yet we cannot be accufed of pre-
famption, in (uppofing that we know fomewhat more
of our own country, and its local interefts, than men
who are acquainted with it only from report. It will
not, we truft, be an{wered that the members of the
conncil muft be fele@ted from the inhabitants 3 we
have already thewn what (hare this council will pro-
bably have in legiflation: and the velidence of one
year is certainly too fhort to attain information, or fe-
cure any thing like a permanence of attachment.

If this local knowledge is neceflary to legiflate ‘wife-
ly, how much more fo is it in order to feledy difcreet-
ly, thofe on whom this tafk mult devolve.  The pre-
fident muft neceffarily devend on the information of
his agents here ; without any perfonal knowledge of
the men be muft chufe, how can he detect impofition,
or counteradt prejudice 2—=How defeat~‘imri5uc, or
fecure himfelf from the reproach of baving confided
our interefls to men, in whom we have no confidence ?

. We might contraft thefe inconveniencies with the evi-
" dent advantages of a choice made by the peaple them-
felves, and the conviétinn would be irrefiftible, that
the latter poffefes, exclufively that fpecies of infor-
.mation, with refpe@ to charadter, condudl, circun-
ftances and abilities, which is’ neceffary to a prudent
choice of their reprefentatives ; but we prelume evough
has been faid to fhew that among a prople not ablu-
Jutely funk in ighorance, the kind of knowledge in-
inditpentable to good government, or a felection of
rulers, can only be founl at home—that the befl abi~ component part of the United States, the conthituti-
“iveseandithe pueshaintentions will_nat replace it a-  on_has goaranteed a republican form of government ;
broad, and that without it élﬁi@i‘uﬁiﬁi tyrannical™ At ehip~ T ave-alteudysthy s has-po_ove_prin~_molifhed habitations. .
and opprefiive. ciple of republicamfin in its compofition.=Tifis, Thete- - e fuljestootiandes Ading FOhis Jay
Convinced of this truth we find the advocates ‘or  fore, not a compliance with the letter of the treaty, but of great moment to usy-is the fudden chinge o
our fubjection, driven to an argument, at which we and is totally inconliftent with its fpirit, which cer- language in all the public offices and adminiftraticn ¢
have befare hinted.—To deprive us of our right of tainly intends fome ftipulations in our favour, But if juftice—the great mals of the inbabitanfs fpéak re
election, we hasc been reprefented as too ignorant to  congrels may govern us as they pleale, what neceflity thing but the French, the hate government wag alw
exercife it with wiflom, and toe turbulent to enjoy was there for this claufe ? or how are we benefited by careful in their felection of officers, to find meri whe
it with falety. Sunk in ignorance, effeminated by its intreduction? If any doubt however could poffi- poffefled our tanguage and with whom we cocld per
luxury, debafed by oppreflin, we were, it was faid, bly arife on the firlt member of the fentence, it muit  fonally cominfuriicate—their judicial proceedings we
incapable of appreciatng a free conflitution, if it were  vanifth by a confideration of the fecond, which pro- indeed in the Spanifh language, but being carried of
given, or feeling the deprivation, if it were denied. vides for their admiflion to the rights, privileges, and  altogether by writing; tranflations were eafily mad
The fentiments which were excited by this humiliat- immunities of citizens of the United States. But 2t prefent for the flighteft communication an interpre
ing picture, may be imagined, but cannot be expref- this government, as we have [hewn, is totally tucom- ter muft be procured—in more important concem
fed, confiftent with the refpe€t we owe your honour- patible with thofe rightse.  Without any vote in the our interelt fuffers from not being fully explaired;
able body. We were willing, however, to afcribe it eledtion of our legiflature ; withont any check upon  phrafe, a tircunftance fcemingly of little memers
to the want of correQ information, but we could not our executivey without any one incident of felf-govern-  and which a perfon unintercfied in the affair will £
avoid wandering that it (hould be fo very defective, ment—what valuable ¢ privilege® of citizenihip 1s al- “take the trouble to tranflate, is frequently decifive
as to have drawn from the names of fome diftricts in  lowed us ? what “ right”” do we enjoy? what % im. and prodices the moft important effedts, that fr
our chruntry, an argument as to the language fpoken munity” can we boaft, except indeed the degrading communication fo neceffary to give the magita
in them, which proved fatal to an important amend- exemption from the cares of legiflation and the bur-  a knowledge of the people, and to infpire them wi
ment to the bill.  'We could not imagine what had then of public affairs? confidence in his admmiftration, is by this mea
excited the idea of cur effeminacy and profufion ; Will it be faid, that thoogh our right be admitted, totally cat off and the introdu@ion of viva e p
and the laborinus ‘planter at his frugal meal, heard yet congrefs are to determine the period when it fhall ing in the courts of juftice, fubjeéts the ‘party
with a_{mile of bitternels and contempt, the deferip-  be conferred? This; we apprehend, would not only can neither underftand his councily his judge, or &
tions publithed at Wathington, of his opulence and—becontrary to the words of the treaty, but wouid be advocate of his opponent; to an emuarraffment &
luxury. a folecifm in itlelfe 1 he wards, “ according to tlie —moft perplexing,-and-often to_injuries the mot B
As to the degree of information diffuled through principles of the federal coiiftitution, to enjoyment of ous, . "
the country, we humbly requeft that fome more cors  the rights,” etc. certainly mean, to fuch rights, az We have thus {fated the great fources of difcont
rect evidence may he produced than the fuperficial ave fecured by tlre principles of the cnnf‘titudun; or, which have arifen from the meaflures your honom
remarks that have been made by travellers or refidents, that we are admitted to their enjoyment in such man- body has been pleafed to purfue ; did we fuppofe e
who neither allociate with us nm fpeak our language; ser as the fame principles direét; and at any rate the the effe@t of a fettled defign to opprels, of 3 dewen
many of us are native citizens of the United States, words * ds foon as poffible,” can never be conftrued, nation to diltegard our natural and flipulated 7if
who have participated in that kind of knowledge which o as to give a right of deferring it indefinitely, It it we are perfuaded we fhould do as much injufte
is there fpread among the people, the others generally may be procraftinated for two years, we fee no reaz pour views; as thé ftrongef expreflions wéeld &
are men whn will not fuffer, by a comparifon with  fon, why it may not be deferred for rwenty or an hun. our feelings of indignation amd gricfabut wel
the population of any other colony. Sowme difadvan-  dred, or totally omitted.—~That our verbal confltruc: nat infult you by a lutpicion fo mjuriouy to your®
tages as to education in the higher branches of lite.  tion 1s a true one; will be evident from purfuing the tives; the want of true information with ref;
ratore, have lately attended ws, but the original fet- other expofition to its confequences, If the treaty us, opinions founded on 2 fuperficial acquaintance ¥
tlement of the province was marked by circumftances  means to fay that we fhall be admitted as foon as the our coontry, and prejudiced relations of curh
peculiarly favourable in this refped@, it was inade at  principles of the conflitution will permit, we muft and manners, on reports the moft unfounded, evs
0o diftant date, at a Perind when {cience had attained look into that inftrument™® difcover what reftritions to our language, thele alone have given rife o8
a great d"K"’f of perfedtion, and, from a country in  oppofe its immediate performance. We fhould natu. meafures of which we complain, and whet thtf'
which it flourithed ; many individuals poffeffing a pro- rally expe& if this reafoning be grue, to find fome preflions ‘fhall have been effaced, we have the ¥4
xperty and rauk, which fuppofe aliberal education were period limited before which we conld not become confidence that their effets will ceafe, and
among the firft festtlers, and perhaps there woukl be  members of the Union ; fome requifites of population, goige of remonfirance will be changed ©
‘1m0 v;m'nty in .aﬁerﬁ.ng that the firlt eftablithment of or other circomftance, to be previoufly mtained or congratulation and ‘thanks. B
Louifiana, might vie with that of any other in Ame- performed ; but on the contrary, the powers of ad. Deeply impreffed, therefore, with ap:rfﬁi{“”
rica, for the relpeflability and information of thofe mitting new ftates is vefted in congrefs, withont any our rights need only he ftated, to be rc:OSmf‘d.
who compofed it ; their defcendants now refpedtfully reftriction whatever, that can be applicable to the pre- allowed ; ‘that the higheft glary of 2 frec natkd'y
call for the evidence which proves that they have de- fent cafe ; there is therefore, nothing that can fatisfy communication of the bieflings of freedom 7 3%
generated fo as to become totally incompetent to the thefe words, if they are conftrued as a limitation'; its beft reputation is derived from a fac
+.tafk of legiflation ; for our lnve of arder and fubmif- nothing but the wi{; of cangrefls is referred to in the treaties. We pr;y you reprefentatives of the fe%F
finn to the laws we can confidently appeal to the conflitution. This confru@tion then, would prove to confult your own fame and our happinc
whole hiftory of our fettlement, and particularly to that the United States had Ripulated, to admit us in~ prompt attention to ‘our prayer~-we invoke the?%
what has [ately paffed. 1n thofe dangerous moments to the Unjon as foon as they fhouid think proper ;. but CIPLES OF YOUR REVOLUTION, the SACREDS
when it was uncertain at what paint our pokitical vi- a treaty implies-a compa, and what compact can a- EVIDENT, and ETERNAL TRUTAS on ¥b

brations would ftop; when national prejudice, perfon. rife from a flipulation to perform, or not perform, as governments are founded, we invoke the Sok

al intereft, factious views, and ambitiousdefigngy might thwe party fhall deem expedient? this would be fach STIPULATIONS of TREATY, We invoke yﬂ"

be fuppofed to combine for the interruption of our re-  a folecifm in argument, fuch a confufion of terms as ProOFEsstons, oF YOUR FATHERS) ’“: "; '
ur the

you not to difavow the one or difhonoy
by perfevering in a plan fo «:on!r:{dx(.’tlﬂ'yf”ﬁd
thing you have. faid, and they have tavght, 10 s
our happinefs, and the reputation of yosr wom
a generous and free people. We onght 00"
ar i¥e of interclt when thofc of honot!?
“are fo apparent ; but be affured that the tn (i
of the United States confifls in cultivativg } !
conciliation with the inhabitants of the ™5
have acquired. Annexed to your °°“WY” 3
courle of political events, it depends “ponzge 1
termine whether we fhall pay the cold "?mu.{ :
luctast fubje@ts, or render the free allegun® ®

pofe when in the frequent changes to'which w&have muft make us doubt the propriety of any confiruélion
been fubjedy, the authority of obr natign-way weaken- that leads to thém, and we feel ourfefves jultified in
ed, before the other had eftablifyed it¥ power. In a-perfuafion, that the treaty intendéd to incorporate
thofe moments of crifis and danger, 0tq Infurré@ion . us into the Union fo foon as the laws neceflary for
.difturbed, no riot difgraced us, the voite of fedition that purpofe conld be pafled.
_was filent; and bcfmc a. magiltrate was appointed,  We Know not with what view the territory North
1 morals fcryc'd-mncad.of laws, and a love of or. of the 33d degree, has been fevered from us dnd car-
der 1_nﬂc=d of cm_l.pg?t.fﬁ it is ther ay uhjult to tax  ried with'it che, diftinguithing name which belonged
s With turbulence at it i ;Jégrading to' reproach us  to'us,and to which we are attached; the conveni.
with ignorance and vice, ; ~ ence of the inhabitants we- humbly apprehend would
But fet us admit that by fome prain of reafoning.to  have been better confulted by prc(Yefviug the connex-
which we are firangers, by fowge ‘ncomprybrafible fa- jon ‘of the whole province, until a greater~degree of
tality we are cut off from our national rights, and form - population made a divifion riecelary. If this divifi-
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